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TOPICS COVERED

• Directorates	of	the	NSF
• Setting	up	funding	searches
• Tools	to	use	when	submitting	to	the	NSF
• Research.gov	online	submission,	review,	and	reporting	
portal
• IRB	Compliance
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NSF MISSION

“To promote the progress of	science; to advance	
the national health, prosperity, and welfare;

to	secure the national defense...”
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RESEARCH	DIRECTORATES	OF	THE	NSF

• Directorate	for	Biological	Sciences	(BIO)
• Directorate	for	Computer	&	Information	Science	&	
Engineering	(CISE)
• Directorate	for	Education	&	Human	Resources	(EHR)
• Directorate	for	Engineering	(ENG)
• Directorate	for	Geosciences	(GEO)
• Directorate	for	Mathematical	&	Physical	Sciences	
(MPS)
• Directorate	for	Social,	Behavioral	&	Economic	
Sciences	(SBE)
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TYPES OF NSF PROPOSALS

• Research
• RAPID & EAGER
• RAISE
• GOALI
• Ideas Lab
• FASED
• Conferences
• Equipment
• Travel
• Facility/Center
• Fellowships
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TYPES OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Program
Descriptions

• Proposals	for	
a	Program	
Description	
must	follow	
the instruct-
tions in the	
PAPPG.

Funding Opportunities

Program	
Announcements

• Proposals	for	
a	Program
Announcement
must	follow the	
instructions in	
the PAPPG.

Program	
Solicitations

• Proposals	must	
follow the	
instructions in	
the Program	
Solicitation; the	
instructions in	
the PAPPG apply	
unless	other-
wise stated in	
the solicitation.

Dear Colleague	
Letters

• Dear Colleague	
Letters are	
notifications of	
opportunities	
or special	
competitions	
for	supple-
ments to	
existing NSF	
awards.
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FIND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
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FIND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



FIND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES



TOOLS	TO	USE	WHEN	
SUBMITTING	TO	THE	NSF



PROPOSAL &	AWARD	POLICIES &	
PROCEDURES GUIDE (PAPPG)

• The Proposal & Award Policies	&
Procedures Guide	(PAPPG) are	the	
NSF’s	instructions	to	follow	when	
submitting	a	proposal	for	their	
funding	or	for	managing	their	award.	
It	is	used	by	both	NSF	staff	and	
proposers.	

§ Part I is NSF’s proposal	preparation
and submission guidelines

§ Part II is NSF’s award	and	
administration guidelines
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PROPOSAL &	AWARD	POLICIES &	
PROCEDURES GUIDE (PAPPG)

• Provides guidance	for preparation	
and submission of proposals to NSF

• Describes process – and criteria – by	
which proposals	will	be reviewed

• Outlines reasons why a proposal may
not be accepted or returned without
review

• Describes	process for withdrawals,
returns, and declinations

• Includes policies to guide,	manage,	
and monitor the award and
administration of grants and
cooperative	agreements
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PROGRAM	SOLICITATION



SOLICITATION	PREPARATION	INSTRUCTIONS



UNM	FACULTY	RESEARCH	
DEVELOPMENT	NETWORK

https://researchsupport.unm.edu/Account/LogIn



PROPOSALSUBMISSION



Three	web	portals	available	to	submit	proposals	to	the	NSF
§ Grants.gov
§ FastLane
§ Research.gov

Submission	Methods	to	NSF



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL

Research.gov provides	grants	management	for	the	research	
community.		Research.gov will	become	the	replacement	for	FastLane,	
providing	quick	access	to	research	information	and	grants	
management	services,	all	in	one	location.

• Services	for	grantees:
§ Application	Submission	Web	Service
§ Notifications	&	Requests
§ Project	Reports
§ Proposal	Status

https://www.research.gov



REQUEST	ACCESS	TO	NSF	ONLINE	PORTAL

http://osp.unm.edu/cayuse-research-suite.html

Request	NSF	Fastlane	&	
Cayuse	Accounts	Here



REQUEST	ACCESS	TO	NSF	ONLINE	PORTAL



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL

https://www.research.gov

Log	in	here



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL

FastLane Access



NSF’S	ONLINE	PORTAL



FASTLANE	– SUBMITTING	TO	THE	NSF

https://www.fastlane.nsf.gov/



INSIDE	FASTLANE



INSIDE	FASTLANE



INSIDE	FASTLANE



INSIDE	FASTLANE



INSIDE	FASTLANE



REQUIRED	SECTIONS	FOR	A	
RESEARCH	PROPOSAL

• Proposals	that do	not contain the following
required sections may	not be accepted by	
FastLane:
§ Project Summary
§ Project Description
§ References	Cited
§ Biographical Sketch(es)
§ Budget
§ Budget Justification
§ Current	and Pending Support
§ Facilities, Equipment and Other	
Resources

§ Data	Management Plan
§ Postdoctoral	Mentoring Plan	
(if	applicable)
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Allowing	SPO	Access	to	OSP	to	Submit



PROPOSALS NOT	ACCEPTED OR	
RETURNEDWITHOUT REVIEW
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If it	does not	contain all	of the	required	sections,	as described	in
PAPPG Chapter	II.C.2.
• Per	the	PAPPG Project Summary	Requirement:

§ Must	include an overview and separate statements on Intellectual	
Merit and Broader Impacts.

• Per	the	PAPPG Project Description Requirement:
§ Must	contain, as	a	separate	section within the narrative,	a	section	
labeled “Broader Impacts.”

§ Must	include results	from prior NSF	support	with start date	in the
past	5	years.

• Per	the	PAPPG Data Management Plan Requirement:
§ Must	be included as	a	supplementary	document.

• Postdoctoral	Researcher	Mentoring Requirement	(if	applicable):
§ Proposals that include postdoctoral researchers must include a
description of the mentoring activities that will be provided for
such individuals.



OTHER REASONS FOR RETURN OF	
PROPOSALSWITHOUT REVIEW

• It does not meet NSF proposal	
preparation requirements, such as page
limitations, formatting instructions,	and
electronic submission, as specified	in
the PAPPG	or program	solicitation.

• It is	not responsive	to the PAPPG or	
program announcement/solicitation.

• It does not	meet an announced
proposal deadline date (and	time,	
where	specified).

• It was previously reviewed and declined	
and has	not been substantially	revised.

• It duplicates another	proposal that was	
already	awarded.
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NSF PROPOSAL & AWARD	PROCESS	TIMELINE
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NSF PROPOSAL & AWARD	PROCESS	TIMELINE
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Use	the	protocol	
template	to	help	
start	the	IRB	
submission

Prepare	IRB	documents	and	submit	to	ensure	
that	the	review	process	has	been	completed	by	
the	time	the	award	is	announced

Do	NOT	wait	until	now	
to	start	working	on	
your	IRB	submission.



IRB	Policies	and	Timeline	for	NSF	Awards

• Is	it	research?
A	systematic	investigation	designed	to	develop	
or	to	contribute	to	generalizable	knowledge.

• Are	human	subjects	involved?
A	living	individual	about	whom	a	researcher	
obtains	information	through	intervention	or	
interaction	OR	identifiable	private	information

First	Steps



IRB	Policies	and	Timeline	for	NSF	Awards

If	you	are	conducting	HSR,	IRB	review	is	
required.

If	HSR	starts	as	soon	as	the	grant	is	
awarded,	a	completed	IRB	New	Project	
submission	is	required.

If	your	project	includes	HSR,	but	not	until	
sometime	into	the	grant,	an	IRB	review	is	still	
required	at	the	time	of	award	notice.

A	special	type	of	submission	that	specifies	
that	the	HSR	components	are	not	yet	developed	
would	be	submitted	for	a	118	determination.

Conducting	HSR



IRB	Policies	and	Timeline	for	NSF	Awards

The	UNM	IRB	has	a	variety	of	tools	to	assist	the	
researcher	when	submitting	for	IRB	review:
• IRB	Submission	Checklist
• IRBNet	Submission	Instructions
• Workshops
• Consults

Communication	is	key!	Please	reach	out	to	the	
OIRB	during	the	development	process	so	that	
the	review	process	is	as	smooth	as	possible.

IRB	Submissions



IRB	Policies	and	Timeline	for	NSF	Awards

Writing	for	the	IRB	is	very	different	from	the	
grant.	Do	NOT	copy/paste	from	the	grant,	the	
IRB	cannot	complete	a	review	because	the	
information	will	not	be	there.

The	protocol	is	the	primary	document	the	IRB	
uses	to	make	determinations.	It	needs	to	focus	
on	the	HSR	components	not	the	research	
broadly.	All	research	documents	need	to	be	
consistent,	inconsistencies	is	#1	research	IRB	
review	is	delayed.

Birds	Eye	View



IRB	Policies	and	Timeline	for	NSF	Awards

irbmaincampus@unm.edu
irb.unm.edu

(505)	277-2644
Join	our	listserv:	IRBMAINCAMPUS-L	List

See	the	OIRB	website	to	schedule	a	consult	or	
view	upcoming	workshops.

Office	of	the	IRB	Contact	Information
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
• NSF	Policy	Office	- policy@nsf.gov
• UNM	Faculty	Research	Development	– http://frdo.unm.edu/
• UNM	IRB	Office	- irbmaincampus@unm.edu
• UNM	Research	Data	Services	- http://libguides.unm.edu/data
• UNM	Research	Development	Support	Request	-
https://researchsupport.unm.edu/Account/LogIn
• PI	Listserv	Enrollment	- https://list.unm.edu/cgi-
bin/wa?SUBED1=ovpr_pi-l&A=1


